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ment of means of rapid communication, popular education, the
press, the cinema, etc., have diminished the disintegrating in-
fluence of distances and of local diversities. On the other hand,
however, the rise of national consciousness has increased national
separatism and isolationism, and democratic nations have hitherto
shown little disposition to join forces by way of federation. The
dissolution of the unions between Belgium and Holland (1830)
and between Norway and Sweden (1905), the formation of
numerous small national States on the territory of former Austria-
Hungary and Russia (1919), and many other facts of this kind,1
have shown that the striving for full national independence was
stronger than obvious interests of security and prosperity. The
splitting up of larger units into tiny nations, and the destruction
of the Balance of Power through the last Peace Treaties, have
paved the way for Hitler's triumphs, and all those small nations
have paid for their spell of full independence with the total loss
of freedom. If Ireland has survived her practical separation
from Britain she owes this exclusively to the British Navy, though
her policy shows no appreciation of this fact and does not con-
tribute to the defence of national freedom.
6. THE THOUSAND-YEAR STRUGGLE OVER THE HERITAGE
OF CHARLEMAGNE
Mediaeval political thought was completely under the spell
of the idea of Empire. On the authority of the book of Daniel
it was believed that the history of mankind showed a succession
of world empires, and that the last one was the Roman Empire,
which would exist till the end of time. Charlemagne revived
the idea of the Roman Empire and identified it with his own
realm. It was a loose structure, and after Charlemagne's death
it soon disintegrated. Nevertheless, its tradition has for a thou-
sand years kindled the ambitions of princes and aroused national
passions. The Empire was divided among Charlemagne's grand-
sons into three parts without regard to the nationality of the
peoples. Each of these parts was really an empire, consisting
of many different peoples. The western part later became
France, the eastern one Germany. The middle part was for a
short time known as Lotharingia after Lothar II, and was con-
nected with the imperial title. It was composed of the Low
1 We may also mention the separation of Iceland from Denmark (1918), though
under the same king, the separatist movements among the Catalans, the Slovaks, the
Groats, etc. As to the problem of the small state in our age cf. E. H. Carr, Conditions
ofPtact, 1942, p. 37.